
skills, motivation and employment perfonnance, and the applicant's character and capacity for 
independence, honesty and impartiality. 
12. Management Ability. Each applicant sh~ possess managerial and independent decision­
making skills necessary for the efficient ~peration of a Court. Information such as the 
applicant's record of supervising stilff, coordinating budget and personnel requirements, verbal 
communication and writing abilities shall be carefully considered by the Judiciary Committee. 
13. Navajo Nation Bar Association..Each applicant shall provide proof in his or her 
application that he or she is presently a regular or inactive member in good standing with the 
Navajo Nation Bar Association and shall maintain membership in good standing throughout 
his or her judicial career. 
14. Removal from office. Navajo Nation probationary and pennanent judges removed from 
office for any reason shall not be eligible for subsequent judicial appointment. 

B. Supreme Court. The standards and qualifications applicable to judicial appointments to the District 
Courts of the Navajo Nation shall apply to all judicial appointments to the Supreme Court of the 
Navajo Nation with the following variations: . 

1. Educationa Each applicant for judicial appointment to the Supreme Court shall have 
earned, at a minimum, a four-year Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher 
education. An applicant who has earned a J.D. or LL.M. shall be preferred. 
2. Judge Applicants. A sitting Navajo Nation District Court Judge applicant who meets all 
requirements for appointment to the Supreme Court shall be prefened, in accordance with the 
following: 

a. A Navajo Nation District Court Judge (permanent or probationary) beginning 
service before the effective date of this Section shall be eligible for appointment to the Supreme 
Court inespective ofthe increased minimum educational qualifications for either District Court 
Judges or Supreme Court Justices enumerated in this Section. Provided, however, that such 
District Court Judge applicant shall meet all other minimum qualifications as set forth in this 
Section. 

b. A Navajo Nation District Court Judge (pen:rianent or probationary) beginning 
service after the effective date of this Section shall not be eligible for appointment to the 
Supreme Court unless he or she meets all minimum qualifications for Supreme'CourtJu~tices 

as set forth in this Section. 
C. These minimum qualifications and educational requirements shall not affect the status of 
probationary or pennanentJustices orJudges begiiming service before the effective date ofthis Section. 
D. Each applicant shall be objectively evaluated, selected, appointed and confinned based solely on 
their qualifications for the particular judi~ position at issue and v.rithout regard to political affiliation 
or association. 


